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Foreword

As past Chairman of the Litigation Section of the American Bar Association and a trial
lawyer of 25 years, | am pleased to recommend Economic/Hedonic Damages: The
Practice Book for Plaintiff and Defense Attorneys. Its predecessor, Economic Damages,
was published in 1987, and this new book is noteworthy because of its expanded
coverage and the inclusion of a chapter on Hedonic Damages.

The book is written in practical, common sense language that even a trial lawyer
can understand. There are numerous examples of suggestions for both plaintiff and
defense counsel. The handbook is a roadmap for direct and cross examination of
a forensic economist.

In contrast, most forensic economists write books for other forensic economists,
to be understood by other forensic economists. As trial lawyers, we deal with juries
and the economic principles here are simplified and boiled down to an essence
that even a jury can touch, taste, feel and understand. Therefore, it is an excellent
aid in presentation of a case to a jury.

| was particularly impressed with a new chapter on hedonic damages. So little
is written about this area of intangible damages, when the lost pleasure of living
due to injury is becoming an element of damage in most cases. Both plaintiff and
defense counsel must be willing to deal with intangible damages. Plaintiffs should
be able to present with economic certainty, the value of the lost pleasure of living,
which increases the potential jury verdict. Likewise, defense counsel may need
an objective process of valuing hedonic damages to preclude a runaway jury award.
It is a field that is rapidly developing and this is the best practical approach on
the subject area.

In summary, this book needs to be an essential part of any litigator’s library.

N. Lee Cooper

Former Chairman Litigation Section
American Bar Association
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